
CITY OF GRISWOLD, IOWA 

 

ORDINANCE 6-2012 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 

CITY OF GRISWOLD, IOWA, 2010, BY ADDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 

8, ILLEGAL DUMPING 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Griswold, Iowa: 
 
SECTION 1. The purpose of this Ordinance is to prohibit illegal dumping in public places and 
on private property within the city limits of the City of Griswold and to promote health, safety, 
and general welfare in the City of Griswold. 
 
SECTION 2. NEW CHAPTER. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Griswold, Iowa is 
amended by adding a new Chapter 8 to Title VII- Special Ordinances, entitled ILLEGAL 
DUMPING, which is hereby adopted to read as follows: 
 

7-8-1 Exemptions 
7-8-2 Definitions 
7-8-3 Illegal Dumping Prohibited 
7-8-4 Violations and Penalties 
7-8-5 Compliance Required 
 

7-8-1 DEFINITIONS 

 

AUTHORIZED RECEPTACLE: A storage and collection receptacle designed for 
containment of litter in covered containers. 

 

DUMPING. To intentionally or unintentionally abandon, deposit, discard, drop, place, 
scatter, or throw any garbage, litter, refuse, rubbish, rubble, solid waste or waste building 
materials; and/or to intentionally or unintentionally allow to be abandoned, deposited, 
discarded, dropped, placed, scattered or thrown any garbage, litter, refuse, rubbish, 
rubble, solid waste or waste building materials as a result of a person's failure to not 
properly secure, tie-down or cover said materials while transporting same for disposal. 

 

GARBAGE. Includes all animal, fruit, vegetable, and other refuse resulting from the 
preparation of food and drink. 

 

LITTER: Litter shall include, but not be limited to garbage, refuse, rubbish, solid waste, 
waste building materials and other similar solid or semi-solid materials resulting from 
industrial, commercial, agricultural and domestic activities. 

 
NONPUTRESCIBLE WASTE: A waste that is not liable to become putrid, 
decomposed, rotten, and foul smelling. 

 



PUBLIC PLACE: Any and all city property, sidewalk, street, alley or thoroughfare, 
including any portion of the right-of-way thereof, or any other public lands, spaces, 
grounds or buildings. This term also includes any freshwater lake, river, canal, ditch or 
stream. 

 
PUTRESCIBLE: A waste that is liable to become putrid, decomposed, rotten, and foul 
smelling. 

 

REFUSE: Includes all garbage, rubbish, ashes, or other substances offensive to sight or 
smell, dangerous to the public health or detrimental to the best interests of the community 
except dead animals not killed for food. 

 

RUBBISH: Includes all other refuse not falling within the term “garbage” except those 
objects too large to be placed in cans. 

 

RUBBLE: Stones, blocks, bricks or similar inorganic material including, but not limited 
to masonry building materials. 

 
SOLID WASTE: Garbage, refuse, rubbish, litter, construction and demolition waste and 
other similar discarded solid or semisolid materials, including but not limited to such 
materials resulting from industrial, commercial, agricultural, and domestic activities, 
Solid waste includes but is not limited to: municipal solid waste, old corrugated 
cardboard, waste paper, old tires, inoperative and abandoned household appliances, 
furniture, mechanical equipment, construction and demolition debris, brush or yard 
waste, abandoned, junked or inoperable vehicles, abandoned, junked or inoperable 
watercraft, aircraft, equipment, farm machinery, vehicles or vehicle parts, bio-solids, or 
dead animals. 

 
WASTE BUILDING MATERIALS: Waste building materials including asbestos, 
asphalt, concrete, drywall, glass, iron, plastic material, copper wiring, wiring of any type, 
wood, metals and rubble which result from construction or demolition of structures. 

 

7-8-3 ILLEGAL DUMPING PROHIBITED. No person shall dump any garbage, litter, refuse, 
rubbish, rubble, solid waste, or waste building materials in or upon any private or public place 
within the City of Griswold, except in authorized receptacles or in a State licensed sanitary 
disposal project. 
 
7-8-4 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. The penalty for violating the provisions of this 
ordinance shall be as set forth in the schedule of civil penalties as follows: 
 

1. For any person who engages in the act of illegal dumping in an amount not exceeding 
10 pounds in weight: 

 
  a. First Offense    $ 100.00 
  b. Second and Subsequent Offenses $ 250.00 
 



2. For any person who engages in the act of illegal dumping in 
       amounts exceeding 10 pounds but not 100 pounds in weight: 
  
  a. First Offense    $ 250.00 
  b. Second and Subsequent Offenses $ 500.00 
 

3. For any person who engages in the act of illegal dumping in 
       amounts exceeding 100 pounds but not 500 pounds in weight: 
  
  a. First Offense    $ 500.00 
  b. Second and Subsequent Offenses $ 750.00 
 

4. For any person who engages in the act of illegal dumping in 
       amounts exceeding 500 pounds in weight: 
  
  a. First Offense    $ 750.00 
  b. Second and Subsequent Offenses $ 1,000.00 
 

5. For purposes of this section, an offense is considered a second or subsequent offense, 
if, prior to the person having been convicted of the offense; the offender has ever 
been convicted under this ordinance. 

 
6. Notwithstanding any civil penalties assessed in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, or 4, any person 

who engages in the act of illegal dumping shall also be responsible for the complete 
abatement, cleanup, removal and disposal of any items described in this ordinance 
herein including but not limited to the cost of any equipment or materials used, any 
wages paid, and any landfill or disposal fees incurred. 

 
7. Multiple Violations.  Each day that a person is in violation of this ordinance, said 

violation shall constitute a separate violation of this ordinance. 

 

7-8-5 COMPLIANCE REQUIRED. All persons shall be in compliance with the provisions of 
this ordinance.  
 
SECTION 3. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 
ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of 
this ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof no adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional. 
 
SECTION 5. WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effective upon its 
passage and publication, as required by law. 
 



PASSED and APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Griswold on the ______day 
of________, 2012. 
 
__________________________    ___________________________ 
Lee Wyman, Mayor      Marylynne Dickinson, City Clerk 


